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NOTES FROM THE ARRANGER

Siyahamba is a freedom song from South Africa - a song about fighting oppression
and finding hope through solidarity. The English lyrics, “We are marching in the
light of God,” are a translation of the Swahili lyrics. In South African culture, the
word “we” includes the living and the dead. *In African traditional society, those
who have died are still with us, and their witness may influence the actions of the
living. “Light of God” refers both to faith in a creator and healing or ngoma in the
African community. Siyahamba may be sung using the Swahili text throughout, or
by alternating Swabhili and English as indicated.

As an arranger, [ wanted to bring something new to this wonderful folk song. I added
an original thythmic counter melody, which is sung at the beginning of the piece,
then added to the original tune, and which later serves as the foundation of the
bridge. Feel free to add percussion or improvise on the given rhythms. I hope this
piece brings you joy!

Ruth Morris Gray

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
See-yah-hahm-bah koo-kah nyeh-nee kwehn kohs

*C. Michael Hawn, History of Hymns: Siyahamba, www.umcdiscipleship.org
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